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Success, no matter what! 

Dates for your Diary  
 
 

6th January 2020 
First day of spring term 
Plane Class swimming 
9th January 2020 
9.15am Prospective Reception parents visit 
10th January 2020 
RE Day 
14th January 2020 
6.00pm LSA AGM 
21st January 2020 
School Council visiting Houses of Parliament 
22nd January 2020 
3.45pm Year 2 SATs parent meeting 
5.00pm Year 6 SATs parent meeting 
29th January 2020 
9.00-10.00am Parent workshop– Launchpad, 
singing and signing 
31st January 2020 
Year 6 internet safety workshops 
5th February 2020 
Health and well-being workshops for Years 1,2 
and 3 
6th February 2020 
Health and well-being workshops for Years 4,5 
and 6 
11th February 2020 
Internet safety day 
 

17th February– 21st February 2020 
Half term– school closed 
24th February 2020 
RE Day 
27th February 2020 
Big Draw Day 
6th April 2020-17th April 2020 
Easter holidays– school closed 
22nd April 2020 
9.00-10.00am Parent workshop– Launchpad– 
reading and bilingualism  
24th April 2020 
RE Day 
May 2020 
Year 2 SATs month 
8th May 2020 VE Day 
May bank holiday– school closed 
11th May-14th May 2020 
Year 6 SATs week 
4th June 2020 
Big Draw Day 
8th June– 19th June 
Year 1 Phonics screening Checks to be  
Administered 
17th July 2020 
Last day of summer term 
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  90% and Under 

95% - 96 

Hawthorn, Poplar, Hazel, Maple, Spruce 

 

97% +  

Willow  

Fur, Larch, Beech, Birch, Chestnut, 

Plane, Oak and Scots pine. 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 
 
We have come to the end of the Autumn Term and it has 
been  action packed the whole way! This edition of the   
newsletter is packed full of the wonderful things which have 
been happening here at Lauriston. I hope you enjoy reading 
some of the fabulous things the children have been up to. 
 
The last few weeks have been dominated by performances. 
We have had some absolutely cracking shows and the       
children, parents, and staff all deserve a tremendous amount 
of credit for creating such wonderful occasions. The         
parental support these shows receive is phenomenal and the 
children learn so much from performing to such packed    
arenas. 
 
The next two weeks is a chance to relax, recharge and spend 
time with family and friends. I would like to take this        
opportunity to wish all our families and all the staff a      
wonderful holiday period. 
 
See everyone on Monday January 6th  for the start of 
Spring Term! 
 
Louis Harris  
Head of School 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fupload.wikimedia.org%2Fwikipedia%2Fcommons%2Fthumb%2F0%2F0e%2FThe_Guardian.svg%2F1280px-The_Guardian.svg.png&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcommons.wikimedia.org%2Fwiki%2FFile%3AThe_Guardian.svg&docid=bDj1Ub7j94fR


‘The Christmas Story’  
Wow! What a busy time we have had in Willow class this term! The children 
worked exceptionally hard to learn all of the words and actions to the 
Christmas songs for our performance of ‘The Nativity’. It was absolutely 
amazing! Well done to all of the children for being so brave and performing 
in front of so many adults – there was definitely no sign of stage fright!  

What a delicious Christmas dinner with lovely Christmas jumpers! We all 
had lots of fun and the children loved being served their Christmas         

dinners by their teachers. We especially enjoyed pulling our Christmas            
crackers with our friends. The children also dressed up in their Christmas   

jumpers. Some parents got creative and made their own!  

Christmas! 

The children also enjoyed decorating our classroom for Christmas. 
Many of them joined in to decorate our Christmas tree. 

A very special visitor 

  Willow children enjoyed a very special visit this week from Father 
Christmas, who delivered a lovely, new, exciting Rocket Ship for all of 
the children to enjoy. The children were so excited to meet him and 
open their present together.  



Twas the Night     
Before Christmas 

We had a fantastic time performing our Christmas 

play…Twas the Night Before Christmas. It was 

delightful to see the excellent dances from the 

snowflakes and sugarplum fairies, superb acting 

skills from the mice, Santa and bedtime children, 

wonderful reindeer and soldier performances, 

confident speaking from the narrators and fabu-

lous singing from all! The children loved prac-

tising their parts and they all performed brilliantly 

on the day. Well done Reception children!

  

Fir and Larch have been 

very busy baking biscuits for 

Lauriston’s Winter Fair! We 

thought carefully about the 

ingredients we needed and 

wrote shopping lists to make 

sure we didn’t forget any-

thing! We had lots of fun 

weighing, mixing, rolling, 

cutting and baking. The best 

part was decorating them   

into fabulous gingerbread. 

They looked great and smelt 

absolutely delicious!  

Beauty and the Beast! 

The children had a fabulous time watching the 
Christmas Panto! They took the experience back to 
the classroom and enjoyed acting out the different 
parts of the story with each other.  

Santa Visit 
Santa made a special surprise visit to                     
Reception and the children were so excited to open 
their class present.  



 

Year 3 Cross Curricular topic for spring 

Stone Age through to Iron Age 

Please feel free to do some home learning and writing at home over the Christmas break. You 

are more than welcome to bring this learning in to school and share it with your class. 

Year 3 Science topic for spring 

Our science topic in spring 1 will be 

rocks. Again, please feel free to do 

some home learning and then bring 

it in to class too. 

 

This term we have been learning about deforestation in the Amazon rainforest and to enrich our 

learning, we went to Kew Gardens to learn more about tropical plants and the environment. We 

participated in a workshop in which we measured and compared the humidity, temperature and 

light from outside and inside the conservatory.        This helped us write the non-chronological 

report about deforestation at school.  In addition to this, we spent some time playing in the             

incredible Children’s Garden. We had so much fun! 

To celebrate Christmas, we 

made lovely decorations in 

class to decorate the lunch 

hall and watched the                   

incredibly funny ‘Beauty 

and the Beast’ pantomime. 



This half term Year 2 worked   
together with Year 1 to present 

their nativity show - Lights, 
Camel, Action 2! The Sequin.  

They learnt songs and actions to 
go alongside a witty scripted live 

talent competition style show.  

In week 6 Year 2 enjoyed watching a Beauty 
and The Beast pantomime in the hall.  



We have enjoyed a fantastic half term in year five so far! Chestnut class have been able to devel-

op their swimming skills, we have been learning how to code as well as producing some brilliant 

pieces of art.  

 

 

 In English, we read Henry’s Freedom Box which is a story about a slave who escaped in a box, on 

the underground railway. It has been saddening yet very important to learn about this part of 

history. 

We created some beautiful water-colour paintings inspired by the book:  

We celebrated Mental Health Awareness Week where we were able to discuss what mental health is and 

how we can look after it. We discussed how wonderfully diverse we all are and how everyone experienc-

es lots of different emotions, which is normal and ok! Year five created some art based around these 

discussions, with the tagline: #It’s ok to be… 

Year 5 did their bit for the planet 

when they went plastic fishing. The 

children really enjoyed it and were 

astonished at the different things that 

can be found in our rivers, some of 

which could be very dangerous to our 

wildlife. They did a brilliant job of fish-

ing out the litter which included a 

workman’s hard hat and a handbag. 

The items were then sorted to ensure 

they were disposed of appropriately.  

We are currently in the throes of rehearsing for our Christmas 
Pantomime, Aladdin Trouble. The children have put in an incredible 
amount of effort and have been using all of their spare time to en-

sure they have learnt their lines. They will be putting on some fan-
tastic performances and should be incredibly proud of themselves.  



 

-Spanish phrase of the term:  
“FELIZ NAVIDAD Y PRÓSPERO AÑO NUEVO! = Merry Christmas and Happy 

New Year! 
-Y4 can speak about nationalities and where they are from in Spanish   

This term, pupils in Y4 learnt how to speak about nationalities in Spanish. They can 

talk about other people´s nationalities and make sentences saying where they are 
from in Spanish. 

-Y5 learnt how to speak about the family in Spanish 
Year 5 pupils have been learning the family members in Spanish. They can name 

them all and they can also speak about their family using the determiner “the” 
and the possessive determiners “my, your” in Spanish. Pupils had a great time 
playing different games and now they can make and write sentences talking 

about their own family in Spanish. 

-Y6 can talk about the weather and the seasons 
In Y6 we know everything about the weather and the seasons in Spanish. Pupils can de-

scribe all types of weather and what the it is like in each season. They also learnt to speak 
about which one they like most and the reason why in Spanish. 

 -Y4 learning how to speak about transports in Spanish 
 

We had a great time learning transports in Spanish. Our Y4 pupils played  a range  of games 

on transport in Spanish. They can name many transports with a determiner and make           
sentences saying where they go and how they travel. 



This half term Year 4 have had some great 

trips. We visited The Natural History Muse-
um to look at the causes and effects of 

earthquakes. While we were there we also 

explored human evolution and a fascinat-
ing replica of the moon 

We also visited Hackney Museum for Black 

History Month. We took part in a workshop 

all about Fashion and Style in Hackney. 

There was even a fashion show at the end! 
We finished off the term with a fantastic 

carol concert to the parents. Merry 

Christmas from Year 4! 

In Science, Year 4 have been studying the human body. We looked at our 
digestive system and how our food travels through our bodies. After that, 
we focused on teeth! We conducted a brilliant experiment exploring tooth 

decay and different drinks—Make sure you ask us about it! 

Year 1 returned to the classroom to find a crime had been committed. Promoted to the role of 

‘Detective's’ they had to sift through and analyse the evidence to solve the mystery. Using great 

teamwork and evaluating skills they managed to solve the crime and name the perpetrators.  



 

Year 1 showed off the tremendous talents in 

the Nativity play. Dressed to impress with 

loads of giltz and glamour they put their best 

foot forward performing as Roman Soldiers, 

Angels and the local residents. Singing and 

dancing beautifully in a competition for the 

judges, especially the Conga! It was an amaz-

ing 10 out of 10 performance.  

Anti-bullying week at Lauriston! 

We celebrated Anti-Bullying week from Monday 18th –Friday 22nd November. 

We explored the following ideas:  

A change starts here 

A change starts now 

A change starts with us. 

Children discussed ways in which we could celebrate kindness and encourage  

more kind acts Lauriston School; each class came up with lots of ideas which 

school council are currently following up. 

During the week, we had  many meaningful     discussions, focusing on 

how it is a collective   responsibility to end bullying. We all took part in 

‘Lauriston’s Act of Kindness’ challenge, to see who could complete the 

most random acts of kindness during the week! One member in each 

class was awarded a ‘certificate of kindness’!  

To celebrate individuality and diversity, we held an ‘odd socks day’. Children 

and adults sported a variety of wonderfully colourful and unique odd socks!  

 

 

Each day during Anti-Bullying Week, school    council visited 
the classrooms of children in reception, year one, two and 
three to read a story and have a discussion. School council 

selected a range of books centred around the themes of 
friendship, being yourself and kindness. The children loved 
being read to by older children and lots of     meaningful dis-
cussions took place!  

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fichef.bbci.co.uk%2Fnews%2F912%2Fcpsprodpb%2FCD41%2Fproduction%2F_109554525_abw_uk_full_colour_background_rgb.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.bbc.co.uk%2Fnewsround%2F50323559&docid=-SXBUcvjClf4wM&tbnid=jG


 

Many congratulations to those children nominated to have Afternoon Tea with Mr Harris! Everyone had a great time eating lovely treats and 
witnessing some rather ‘average’ waiting skills by Mr Harris!  



As part of our learning around the themes of Anti-Bullying Week, children wrote raps and poetry which they then performed in 

Friday’s assembly. We were lucky enough to enjoy a variety of solo and group performances across the school. Children wrote 
and performed poetry, raps and songs; the standard was     extremely high and there were some very moving performances!  

Anti-bullying week at Lauriston! 



Year 2 have been learning about place value this term and have moved 
onto using this knowledge to add two digit numbers. We’ve learnt how to 

represent numbers in different ways and worked with concrete materials 

in small groups 

For writing this term, our focus has been narratives. We have been role-
playing traditional tales such as Goldilocks and Red Riding Hood. We have 
written our own version of the Jolly Postman too. 

Big Draw this term took the theme of Drawing, with children using a variety of media to 
‘take a line for a walk’. They used the work of a range of artists as inspiration, from Paul 

Klee to Albrecht Durer and Sonia Boyce. Their work was exhibited in two separate exhibi-
tions, which as ever were well attended by children and parents and guardians,  thanks to the 

quality of the artwork and biscuits provided.  



Year 6 
Wow what a busy half term! We started with RE Day this term learning about 
what is important to Buddhists and Big Draw creating some beautiful intricate 

drawings inspired by the work of Thomas Bewick. Then we had a fabulous 
trip to the Barbican where the children listened to an orchestra perform and 

contributed to the performance through song. 

In Science we have been looking at the circulatory system and how we keep 
healthy. We carried out investigations looking at how exercise affects our 

heart. 

For Geography we have been finding out about Europe and using Atlases to locate            
European countries, capital cities and some physical and human features. Some of the           

children did some fabulous projects at home researching European countries and presented 

them in class. 

Our literacy and reading work has focused on the book Varjak Paw which has been a great 
read and writing newspaper reports about the Vanishings in the story. Please look out for 

these when they go up on display in the corridor downstairs.   
During Anti Bullying week we had great fun  

creating posters and raps to promote anti  
bullying. We visited Hackney Museum to take  

part in various Junior Citizen workshops covering  
a range of issues including Well Being, Road Safety,  

Dogs, Health, and Knife Crime.  

We have been really lucky to have a visiting theatre company performing a pantomime of 
Jack and the Beanstalk and we will be watching some of our younger children in their      

performances too.  
We would like to wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy holiday! 



We have been on the hunt for artwork around the school. During our 

hunt we have found some fabulous work from nursery up to year 6. We 

thought you would like to see some of the lovely examples on display 

at the moment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

The Art Ambassadors Year 6  

 



 

 

We have been asked by some parents to request that dogs are not tied too 

close  to the school gates as their children are scared to walk past them to 

enter  

the school grounds. 

Morpeth  Road Gates will now close at 8.55am.                    Parents arriving 

after this time are requested to use the 

Connor Street Gates. 

We request that parents and carers do not use the ground floor corridor as a 

shortcut to the main office or Rutland Road. Instead, kindly exit the playground 

and walk round. 

Once children are in the school building, all adults  

entering are required to sign in and wear a visitor badge. 

  

We appreciate your continued support. 



Lauriston is rolling out a new whole school competition in January! By bring-
ing in both your home reader and a completed reading record you could win 

a prize for your class.  
 
So...how does it work?  

 Every week teachers will submit a score of how many pupils have brought in both a home reader 
book and a completed reading record.  

 The class with the highest score will move one place up the reading signpost (see below)  

 The class to reach the top of the signpost first will win a class prize/trip/workshop.  

 Once the prize has been won, all classes return to the bottom of the signpost to start the cycle 
again.  

 
 

The finer details…. 
 Scores will be counted by teachers 

each Tuesday book change 
 Scores will be submitted to the read-

ing lead  
 Scores will only count and receive a 

stamped reading record if: 
Reception—Year 4:  
A reading book is brought in and 
changed 
Reading Record is filled in* by adult/
carer to acknowledge the book has 
been read 
Year 5 - 6:  
A reading book is brought in 
Reading Record is filled in* by adult or 
pupil to acknowledge the book has 
been read 
 The reading signpost will be dis-

played in the assembly hall.  
 The scores will be presented during 

weekly Thursday read aloud assem-
blies.  

 

* Please see adjacent page for guidance and expectations on filling in reading records.  

Reading Record guidance  
 At the start of the year all Reception pupils are provided with a 

Reading Record.  
 The Reading Record is to move up with the pupil from year to 

year. They do not receive a new one each academic year.  
 The Reading Record is replaced when completed.  

 
  

Reception to Year 4 expectations 
 Two books are to be sent home each week. (One levelled book and another selected by the pupil to 

support reading for pleasure) 
 Shorter books are to be changed on Tuesdays and Fridays. Longer books can be kept for a week.  
 Reading Records will be checked and counted for the competition on each Tuesday.  
 Reading Record must be filled in by an adult (parent, carer, au pair etc.) 
 Suggested comments for adults: Book level just right/ too hard/ too easy. Enjoyed/Did not enjoy the 

theme/style. Was engaged/disengaged whilst reading. Reading fluently and with expression. Found 
it difficult to understand the plot. Could/could not summarise story. (Further suggested comments 
can be found on letter sent out to announce competition –this can be found in your child’s book bag 
on Monday 6th January) 

 
 
Year 5 to Year 6 expectations 
 At the beginning of Year 5 two books are to be sent home each week. (One levelled book and an-

other selected by the pupil to support reading for pleasure) 
 Once a pupil has completed the level reading scheme in guided reading and become a “free reader” 

they are to take one chapter book of their choice home.  
 This chapter book is to be brought to school every day and then return home each afternoon. 
 Reading Records will be checked and counted for the competition on each Tuesday.  

 Reading Record must be filled in by an adult (parent, car-
er, au pair etc.) or the pupil themselves.  

 Suggested comments for pupils: Summarise the chapter/
section read. Explain what they liked/disliked about the 
section. Reflect on fluency and expression if reading 
aloud for others. Make predictions on what might happen 
next. Reflect on how the plot is developing.  

Each teacher will have a stamp that they will use 
to acknowledge that the reading record has been 
filled in accordingly. If you see the stamp—then 
well done you’ve earned a point towards the class 
score! 



 

 

90% attendance is 
equivalent to a full 
month off school                  

in a year! 

 

 

 

90% attendance is 
equivalent to miss-
ing a total of 100 
hours schooling 

If you take a 2 week 
holiday in term time, 

attendance for the 
year immediately                   

drops to 95% 

90% attendance means 

1/2 a days absence each 

week; 4 weeks over the 

year and half a years ab-

sence over  5 years!! 

REDUCING ILLNESS DAYS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If your child says they do not feel well and you are unsure about 
whether to send them to school or not, please send them to school. 

If they are ill we will ring you to collect them. 
 

If your child is too ill to attend school please call us in the morning 
on 020 8985 6331 and leave a message on our absence line.  

 
Sebright Primary School uses a ‘1st day calling’ system. If your 
child is absent and we have not received notification a call will be 

made to you. 
 

 
 

 

Good sleep patterns and real-

istic bedtimes, eating well and 

exercising  regularly can make 

a big difference to overall 

health. 



 
 
 
 
 

MEDICAL APPOINTMENT 
 

 
If your child has to have a medical or dental appointment in school 
time please do your best to arrange it after 2PM and then your child 

can receive their registration mark for the afternoon. If it needs to be a 
morning appointment please try and bring them to school first to get 

their mark and then return them to school afterwards. 
 

Every half-day absence from school has to be classified by the school 
as either AUTHORISED or UNAUTHORISED. This is why information 

about the cause of any absence is always required.  
 

Authorised absences are mornings or afternoons away from 
school for a good reason like: illness (where a child is too ill to attend 

school for good  reason) medical/dental appointments which                   
unavoidably fall in school time, emergencies or other  

unavoidable causes. 
 

Unauthorised absences are those which the school does not         
consider reasonable and for which no ‘leave’ has been given. This 

type of absence can lead to the Hackney Learning Trust using sanc-
tions and/or legal proceedings. 

 To encourage your child to 
have positive feelings 
about school become                

involved - ask them about 
their day!! 

HOLIDAY FACTS 

There are 190 statutory school days in one year.                   
 That means there are 175 days (weekends and school holidays)  

available to use for holidays. 

There is no automatic entitlement in law to time off in school time to 
go on holiday. 

Head Teachers cannot authorise any leave in term time unless there 
are exceptional circumstances. 

Any period taken without agreement of the school, or in excess of 
that agreement, will be classified as unauthorised and may attract 

a Penalty Notice. 

A 2 week holiday in school times means your child has approximately 
50 hours of missed work to catch up on. 






