
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lauriston School 

School Improvement Newsletter 

Summer Newsletter – Our Summer Term Update 
 

We write a termly newsletter to communicate the work going on in school towards our School 

Development Priorities. The aim of this is to share our priorities with the whole school community, and 

keep you updated with the progress being made against those priorities. This newsletter follows on from 
our latest update in Spring, with updates on how we have made progress against our School Development 

Priorities this year. This is the last school development newsletter before the next academic year! 

School Development Priority Targets 
 

Our school development priorities have been driven by: trends in our results, feedback from parents, 
pupils and staff and new developments across the school or curriculum. 

 

Our school development priorities for academic year 2021-22 are: 

1. Develop and sustain high quality teaching and learning of Maths and Literacy. 

2. Develop and embed a model of Integrated Learning in Year 1. 

3. Promote the Lauriston Expectations and positive behaviours for learning. 

4. Launch new approach to assessment. 

5. Further develop our relationship with our parent community and build cohesion within pupil 

cohorts. 

1 Develop and sustain high quality teaching 

and learning of Maths and Literacy.  

There has been a great deal of progress with this priority since 

the Spring term. Most recently, we had a successful and hugely 

positive visit from our School Improvement Partner, who was 

reviewing and feeding back on our Maths provision as part of his 

visit. He was very impressed with how consistent Maths 

provision was across the school and the work we have done to 

embed a ‘mastery’ approach in Maths teaching. This has 

happened in stages as we introduced elements of mastery into 

our practice through staff training and monitoring. Our most 

recent focus has been on the use of precise sentence stems to 

support pupils’ learning. This is embedded into planning and 

children can use them to discuss and articulate their 

understanding. You can hear what some of our pupils think 

about how Maths has changed this year on our website: 

https://www.lauriston.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/maths   

There have been great developments in Literacy too! Our most 

recent CPD staff training session on Writing enabled all teachers 

to look at Writing books from across the school, to share good 

practice and reflect on the impact of the changes made this year. 

Developments to our target setting in Writing have allowed 

children to track their progress more clearly over each term, 

and the changes to our Writing planning structure have created 

more frequent opportunities for children to write. It was a 

pleasure to see some of the fantastic writing outcomes! 

2 Develop and embed a model of 

Integrated Learning in Year 1.  

Our Year 1 provision has continued to 

develop since our last update, and with the 

final term upon us, we are also spending time 

reflecting on this first year of Integrated 

Learning in Year 1 as a whole, ahead of the 

next academic year. A priority now is to 

review and refine our approach, sharing 

feedback and findings from across the 

federation. Recently, the Year 1 teams from 

Sebright and Daubeney visited Year 1 as part 

of the regular federation meeting structure to 

review provision. This was a helpful and 

positive day which gave all our Year 1 teams 

the chance to share practice and reflect! 

https://www.lauriston.hackney.sch.uk/curriculum/maths


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Promote the Lauriston Expectations and positive behaviours for learning. 

Our focus on promoting and embedding our Lauriston Expectations has continued with positive impact. Children 

around the school are brilliant at articulating our Lauriston Expectations and can give examples of what they might 

look like in school! This is so important in promoting positive behaviours for learning and a shared positive 

atmosphere within our school community. This year, we have trialled a different approach to partner learning in 

Maths which has also had a great impact on behaviours for learning in class. Children swap learning partners in 

Maths regularly, working with a new partner every fortnight (or even every week!). As a result, pupils are very 

positive about working alongside new people and partner talk in lessons has increased and improved over the 

school year. It’s a pleasure to see our pupils discussing their learning with enthusiasm! This is something we intend 

to embed across all core subjects next academic year. 

4 Launch new approach to assessment. 

With the academic year starting to draw to a close, we enter the final phase of our new assessment approach and 

will be reviewing and refining ahead of next year. The changes to the assessment process have been very positive 

and enabled a thorough and robust system of assessment across year group teams. Our final phase of teacher 

moderation and Pupil Progress Meetings will end this year’s assessment, and details of each pupil’s progress and 

achievements this year will be shared via the school reports sent home in July. We are very proud of the progress 

pupils have made despite the challenges posed by the years of the pandemic: well done to all of our pupils! 

5 Further develop our relationship with our parent community and build cohesion 

within pupil cohorts. 

This school development priority has encapsulated many elements this academic year, and a particular success has 

been the work with OPAL, which has continued to develop since Spring. Weekly play assemblies have been used to 

introduce new resources to the playground and shared expectations for using and caring for these; as well as 

opportunities to review the play provision and hear children’s feedback on what is working and what can be 

developed further. Since the Autumn, our playground has truly transformed! Thank you to our OPAL play team for 

the hard work they have put into this. Our second Stay and Play event, held at the start of May, was a lovely 

opportunity for parents & carers to see the changes that have been made in the playground in action – thank you 

to everyone for joining in to enjoy some play together! Most recently, Lauriston’s ‘It Takes a Village’ event took 

place yesterday evening with a focus on ‘A child’s sense of Belonging in school’. This was a great evening, run as 

part of the Blossom federation’s ‘It Takes a Village’ series, and we were lucky to hear from guest speaker Professor 

Kathryn Riley on the importance of a sense of belonging in school. School staff shared work that we have been 

doing so far on ‘Belonging’ at Lauriston, and our plans for the future. It was brilliant to see lots of our parent & 

carer community joining the session - thank you to all for attending. You can find the information shared and watch 

our ‘Belonging’ video via the highlights section of our website: https://www.lauriston.hackney.sch.uk/events/it-takes-

village-belonging  

Our School Twitter is revamped and up and running as a great way to see snapshots of the school day – please 

follow us at @LauristonSchool www.twitter.com/lauristonschool  

Thank you for reading! Have a wonderful half term holiday. Our 

next SDP update will be in Autumn, when we’ll be sharing the new 

school development priorities for the academic year 2022-23!  

Serena Brooks – Assistant Head Teacher  
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