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HOW THE 
WAR BEGAN
◦ It all started when Nazi 
Germany attacked countries 
across Europe. Rising to 
power in an economically and 
politically unstable Germany, 
Adolf  Hitler and his National 
Socialist (Nazi Party) rearmed 
the nation and signed strategic 
treaties with Italy and Japan to 
further his ambitions of  world 
domination. Hitler’s invasion 
of  Poland in September 1939 
drove Great Britain and 
France to declare war on 
Germany, and World War II 
had begun.



THE 
COUNTRIES
◦ World War II, also called Second 
World War, conflict that involved 
virtually every part of  the world 
during the years 1939–45. The 
principal belligerents were the Axis 
powers—Germany, Italy, 
and Japan—and the Allies—
France, Great Britain, the United 
States, the Soviet Union, and, to a 
lesser extent, China. The war was in 
many respects a continuation, after 
an uneasy 20-year hiatus, of  the 
disputes left unsettled by World 
War I. The 40,000,000–50,000,000 
deaths incurred in World War II 
make it the bloodiest conflict, as 
well as the largest war, in history.

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/belligerents
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Axis-Powers
https://www.britannica.com/place/Germany
https://www.britannica.com/place/Italy
https://www.britannica.com/place/Japan
https://www.britannica.com/place/France
https://www.britannica.com/place/Great-Britain-island-Europe
https://www.britannica.com/place/United-States
https://www.britannica.com/place/Soviet-Union
https://www.britannica.com/place/China
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/hiatus
https://www.britannica.com/event/World-War-I


THE BLITZ

◦ The first German attack on 
London actually occurred by 
accident. On the night of  
August 24, 1940, Luftwaffe 
bombers aiming for military targets 
on the outskirts of  London drifted 
off  course and instead dropped 
their bombs on the center of  
London destroying several homes 
and killing civilians. Amid 
the public outrage that followed, 
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, 
believing it was a deliberate attack, 
ordered Berlin to be bombed the 
next evening.

◦ The cities affected by the Blitz 
included: London, Liverpool, Hull, 
Bristol, Portsmouth, Plymouth, 
Southampton, Cardiff, Swansea, 
Birmingham, Belfast, Coventry, 
Glasgow, Manchester and Sheffield. 
These cities were bombed 
because The Blitz refers to the 
strategic bombing campaign 
conducted by the Germans against 
London and other cities in England 
from September of  1940 through 
May of  1941, targeting populated 
areas, factories and dock yards.



EVACUATION
◦ The British evacuation began on 
Friday 1 September 1939. It was called 
'Operation Pied Piper'. Between 1939 -
1945 there were three major 
evacuations in preparation of the 
German Luftwaffe bombing Britain.

◦ The first official evacuations 
began on September 1 1939, two 
days before the declaration of 
war. By January 1940 almost 60% 
had returned to their homes.

◦ A second evacuation effort was 
started after the Germans had 
taken over most of France. From 
June 13 to June 18, 1940, around 
100,000 children were evacuated 
(in many cases re-evacuated).
When the Blitz began on 7 
September 1940, children who 
had returned home or had not 
been evacuated were evacuated.
By the end of 1941, city centres, 
especially London, became safer.
From June 1944, the Germans 
attacked again by firing V1 
rockets on Britain, followed later 
by also V2 rockets. 1,000,000 
women, children, elderly and 
disabled people were evacuate 
from London.
This new way of attacking Britain 
carried on until the end of the 
war in Europe in May 1945.

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/war/blitz.htm


RATIONING
◦ Rationing was a means of ensuring 
the fair distribution of food and 
commodities when they were scarce. It 
began after the start of WW2 with 
petrol and later included other goods 
such as butter, sugar and bacon. 
Eventually, most foods were covered 
by the rationing system with the 
exception of fruit and vegetables.

◦ A typical adult's ration allowance:

◦ Butter: 50g (2oz)
Bacon or ham: 100g (4oz)
Margarine: 100g (4oz)
Cooking fat/lard: 100g (4oz)
Sugar: 225g (8oz).
Meat: To the value of 1/2d and 
sometimes 1/10d – about 1lb (450g) to 
12ozs (350g)
Milk: 3 pints (1800ml) occasionally 
dropping to 2 pints (1200ml).
Cheese: 2oz (50g) rising to 8oz (225g)
Eggs: 1 fresh egg a week.
Tea: 50g (2oz).
Jam: 450g (1lb) every two months.
Dried eggs: 1 packet (12 eggs) every 
four weeks.
Sweets & Chocolate: 350g (12oz) every 
four weeks

◦ This is an image of the National 
Wholemeal Loaf in WW2.



HOW IT 
ENDED
WW2 ended with the 
unconditional surrender of  the 
Axis powers. On 8 May 1945, the 
Allies accepted Germany's 
surrender, about a week after 
Adolf  Hitler had committed 
suicide. VE Day – Victory in 
Europe celebrates the end of  the 
Second World War on 8 May 
1945.


